
Nelson Academy – Handwriting Policy
At Nelson Academy, we follow a whole-school approach to handwriting using the Letter Join scheme.
Why Handwriting Matters
Handwriting is a key skill that affects learning across all subjects. By the end of Key Stage 2, children should be able to write fluently, legibly, and quickly in joined-up handwriting, and understand when to use different styles of writing (e.g., cursive, printed, capital letters).
Our goal is for handwriting to become automatic so it doesn't interrupt creative thinking.

Aims
· To develop neat, legible, and fluent handwriting using continuous cursive letters.
· To set and maintain high expectations for written presentation.
· To ensure pupils understand the importance of neatness and when to use different letter styles to communicate clearly.

Staff Expectations
All staff should model the appropriate handwriting style for their year group, whether on whiteboards, displays, or in pupils’ books.

Consistency Across the School
· Pupils will experience consistent handwriting teaching throughout all year groups.
· Children are encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work.
· Handwriting is taught regularly and systematically to develop efficient, legible handwriting.

Teaching Overview by Key Stage
EYFS
· Handwriting is taught alongside phonics using the Little Wandle scheme.
· Activities include mark making and letter formation using sand, paper, whiteboards, and tablets.
· Focus is on developing fine motor skills and familiarity with letter shapes and language.
Key Stage 1 (KS1)
· Three handwriting sessions per week, 20 minutes each.
· Focus: Motor skills, printed and capital letters, numbers, cursive formation by Y2, and SPaG preparation.
Year 1:
· Learn correct sitting posture and tripod grip.
· Introduction to letter families, capital letters, printed letters, numbers, and symbols.
Year 2:
· Improve cursive writing and letter orientation.
· Practice includes letter families, high frequency words, joining, dictation, and sentence sequencing.
· Begin developing fluency and speed.

Key Stage 2 (KS2)
Lower KS2 (Years 3–4)
· Two sessions per week, 20 minutes each.
Year 3:
· Begin using joined handwriting in independent work.
· Focus on legibility, consistency, and linking handwriting to subjects across the curriculum (e.g., spelling, similes, palindromes, French/Spanish, etc.).
Year 4:
· Emphasize handwriting across the curriculum for fluency and consistency.
· Apply handwriting skills in context with meaningful links to subjects like English, maths, science, and languages.
Upper KS2 (Years 5–6)
· Two sessions per week, 20 minutes each.
· Focus: Cursive reinforcement, form-filling, dictation, speedy handwriting, and SATs preparation.
Year 5:
· Develop writing stamina and fluency for longer tasks.
· Emphasis on neat, consistent handwriting across all subjects.
· Children should be writing fluently and automatically by the end of this year.
Year 6:
· Pupils apply handwriting flexibly depending on the task (e.g., quick notes, final versions, capital letters).
· Practice includes dictation, editing, and extended writing.
· Pupils learn to adapt handwriting style for clarity and purpose.


