Nelson Academy Computing Policy
Introduction
This policy document sets out Nelson Academy’s aims, principles, and strategies for delivering a high-quality computing education in line with the National Curriculum for Computing (2024) and current Department for Education guidance.

Nelson Academy’s Aims
At Nelson Academy, our mission is to create an outstanding educational environment where everybody is valued. Our key drivers are:
Raising aspirations
Widening opportunities for developing learning
The pursuit of excellence through risk-taking
“Achieving Through Learning”
“Transforming lives, transforming communities”

Curriculum Aims
Whilst computing is a broad subject, the key computing curriculum aims are outlined below. It is expected that all children receive a quality education that enables them to become confident and competent when working with and alongside technology.
Nelson Academy follows the NCCE / Teach Computing curriculum, which provides a clear, progressive sequence of learning from Year 1 to Year 6. The Reception curriculum has been created by the Computing Lead with input from Reception class teachers. This scheme ensures all pupils are taught the full breadth of computing as set out in the National Curriculum.
The aims below represent the minimum expectations required by our school:
· Type (write) with confidence 
· Retrieve and input information confidently
· Program and debug at a level suitable to the learner
· Make logical predictions
Additionally, in line with the National Curriculum, all pupils should:
Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms, and data representation.
Analyse problems in computational terms and gain practical experience of writing computer programs to solve them.
Evaluate and apply information technology, including unfamiliar technologies, to solve problems.
Become responsible, competent, confident, and creative users of information and communication technology.
These aims align with the statutory programmes of study for computing at Key Stages 1 and 2 in England.

Teaching
Computing at Nelson Academy is taught by class teachers from Reception through to Year 6.
Children are encouraged to explore and experiment during computing lessons, using their prior knowledge and developing in-lesson debugging strategies before being shown a modelled example.
This approach supports problem-solving, logical thinking, and independence — skills that mirror real-world computing.
Direct computing lessons are delivered every term, as outlined in curriculum maps.
Teachers are also encouraged to embed computing and technology across other curriculum areas to enhance learning and creativity.
Online Safety is taught through the Project Evolve framework, which is based on the Education for a Connected World (UKCIS) guidance.
Pupils are taught about online safety, digital citizenship, and how to think critically about online information, including recognising misinformation, fake news, and extremist content.

Scheme of Work
Nelson Academy follows the NCCE / Teach Computing scheme of work.
 This framework ensures clear sequencing and progression of knowledge, skills, and vocabulary across all year groups. It meets the requirements of the National Curriculum and supports the development of computing capability in three key strands:
Computer Science
Information Technology
Digital Literacy
Online safety elements are taught through Project Evolve, ensuring progression in understanding across the following eight strands:
1. Self-Image and Identity
2. Online Relationships
3. Online Reputation
4. Online Bullying
5. Managing Online Information
6. Health, Wellbeing, and Lifestyle
7. Privacy and Security
8. Copyright and Ownership

Assessment and Evidence
Each computing lesson includes a rubric to guide teacher assessment. This rubric outlines key learning objectives, skills, and expected outcomes for the lesson and helps inform teacher judgements about pupil progress.
Evidence of learning may include screenshots, photos, saved digital work, or written reflections recorded in the class computing evidence book, local saves and in PSHE books. server.
Assessment Data:
Teachers record each pupil’s data using the following judgements: Below, Just At, Secure, or Above.
Teachers can refine these judgements by age group or developmental stage. For example, a Year 6 pupil may be assessed as “Year 5 Just At” if they are working towards the expected standard for their current year.
Data from these assessments is used to monitor progression across the school and to inform future planning, intervention, and differentiation.

