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‘Achieving Through Learning’

Design Technology Policy 2025-26
DT Aims 

At Nelson Academy, we recognise the vital role of Design Technology in allowing curiosity, creativity and self–expression to develop alongside resilience, confidence and critical thinking skills. In creating a wide range of products and designs, these skills can then transfer to other areas of the curriculum. Design Technology enhances every subject area and brings learning to life. Those less confident in purely academic subjects, or with language barriers, can express themselves fully in these practical subjects. This has an impact on every member of the school community’s wellbeing be it in creating or in enjoying the end product. 

Design Technology Objectives
The objectives of teaching Design Technology in our school are:
· To describe and evaluate a range of products, in order to use them as inspiration for their work.
· To develop skills in handling and using a range of tools to make prototypes and products using construction materials, ingredients and textiles. 
· To expand technical knowledge to allow for success and growing resilience in dealing with problems. 

Implementation:
In line with the National Curriculum for DT, and our EMAT curriculum for DT, children in both key stages are given opportunities to develop a wide range of Design skills and techniques. 
Craftspeople and products are introduced at the start of each unit of work and are revisited and contrasted with others as the children progress through their primary school years. This builds an understanding of many DT forms and forms an ability to comment on products made for a range of purposes and in a range of styles. 
In Design and Technology, children follow design, make, assess/ evaluate format in creating a range of products each year. This allows them to have at least one food, one construction and one textile experience per year. These are usually linked to class topics and provide meaningful purpose for their work e.g. food linked to a religious celebration, functioning models linked to transport or textiles linked to a period in history e.g. a freedom quilt. 
Class teachers ensure there is good coverage of DT skill/ subject teaching, sometimes blocking units to allow for a concentrated period on one product/ piece of Design Technology. A progression of skills document is provided to ensure skills are built on year by year.
Inclusion:
Children with higher level additional needs are given extra support in using tools and materials with 1:1 teaching assistants where possible. Extra sensory opportunities and the chance to explore media are given to support work across the curriculum through each child’s individual plan - e.g. using playdough to cut shapes. 
Extra Curricular Art and DT:
Extra-curricular clubs that cover DT are offered throughout the year. In these clubs, children with particular interest or flair are given further opportunities to develop skills and try out new techniques. 
Curriculum planning:

Design and Technology: Cross Curricular opportunities for DT DMA projects covering three strands: food technology, construction and textiles, are provided at least once per school year in each area. Some of these projects are covered in reading café sessions and some are blocked on special days to allow more time at once to complete work. 
All DT lessons are evidenced in Design Folders (DT) as well as recording evidence on our website gallery. We gather evidence of impact through a collection of photos, pupil voice and DT folder looks. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage:

Please see the Early Years Framework
Assessment and Coverage:

Each full term, teachers record their assessment of each child’s DT achievements on Pupil asset. From here, the DT SL assesses those with difficulty and those who show above average skill and works with teachers to find ways to support and encourage these children. 
Our website gallery is added to by each class teacher from Nursery through to Year 6, recording of DT based learning their class has covered. Individual student’s DT folders are used to assess coverage and find any gaps in order to support staff and provide CDP if needed. 
Resources:

As well as each class having their own resources for general DT work (cross curricular work) our academy has a central store for more specialised tools and equipment secure in a DT cupboard, holding tools such as needles, craft knives and glue guns.  
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