Art Curriculum Overview 2026-27                All units should allow for stages: respond à explore (techniques/ ideas) à create (final piece)
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	ALL
	
	Exhibition
	
	
	
	

	Nursery
	See Nursery overview

	Rosen
	See Rosen overview

	Reception
	Self Portraits  
Key knowledge: 
· Holding tools (drawing, painting)
· Looking carefully at features 
· Pebble families linked to Szilajka Erzsebet
· Describe artwork 
The Superpower of Looking: a powerful portrait by Kehinde Wiley | Art UK

Key Knowledge: 
· Primary and Secondary Colours – (paint, found object printing, collage)
· How to create a printed pattern

	Natural Art
Key knowledge: 
· Andy Goldsworthy transient Art
· Use natural materials to make shapes and patterns outdoors.

Pattern 
Key knowledge: 
· Copying and creating patterns linked to rangoli patterns Divali

Creative Junk  
Key knowledge: 
· Fixing pieces together
· Holding and using tools/materials

	Explore the Cold
Key knowledge
· Mix cold colours: blues, purples, turquoises adding white
· Paint with frozen paintcubes

See the Stars
Key knowledge: 
· Starry night V VGogh: discuss, recreate dashed circles
· Warhol Man on the Moon



	Water Feature
Key knowledge: 
· Hockney – A Bigger Splash and ipad sketches.
· Create own ripple and splash paintings.

Home from Home
Key knowledge: 
· Observations of houses. Junk modelling houses.

Growing
Key knowledge: 
· Observations of fruit and veg in a range of media
· Printing with fruit e.g lemons

	Sea and Sand

Key knowledge: 
· Seaside paintings

· Adding sand to paint

· Fish printing





	High Five

Key knowledge: 
· Drawing/ collage of people who help us (using reflective and high vis materials)
· Proportion of a figure: where do arms go? Talk about parts of a figure head, neck, torso, legs. 

	Year 1/2
	Elements of art: colour/shape
Key knowledge:
· Mix secondary colours
· Create shapes using primary, secondary and complementary colours
· Picasso
· Matisse
· Calder

	Roman Architecture
Key knowledge:
· Dome, Arch, pillar
· Colosseum and the Pantheon
· Innovations 
· Create a press-print block and create repeated print. 




	Portraits
Key knowledge:
· The Superpower of Looking: Vincent van Gogh, a selfie and a bandaged ear | Art UK
· Compare with 2 other portraits 
Famous person
	Art of Ancient Egypt
Key knowledge:
· Observation portrait of Nefertiti
· Sarcophagus
· Canopic Jars
· Scarab beetles


	Elements of Art: 
Texture
Key knowledge:
· SPOL artwork where texture is created in 2D (e.g.Durer’s Hare)



	

	Year3

	Greek art (Greek Urns)
and images from Classical Myths
Key knowledge:
· Observe images of Greek urns: discuss purpose and story told.
· Create Greek patterns from neck of Greek urns and buildings. 
· Make Greek vessel in clay (zip and slip to join pieces)


	Landscape
Key knowledge:
· Yorkshire
· Hockney
· Recap primary, secondary and complementary colour mixing

	

	Tudor Architecture
Key knowledge:

· Collograph print:
· Cut out card shapes to make a print block. Ink it up and create print using clean roller.


SPOL link to Eliz I history: Key knowledge:
· Symbolism in tudor artwork
The Superpower of Looking: Queen Elizabeth I and the Spanish Armada | Art UK

	Elements of Art: Line
Key knowledge:
· Klee
· Hokusai
· Respond to Paul Klee and Hokusai’s art work using a range of media to draw lines. Sketch and cross hatch to shade.
· Observe water and use line to capture what they see,
(linked to Batik DT)
	Batik DT

	Year4
	Architecture
Key knowledge:
· Wren – St Paul’s Cathedral
· Redesigning London after GFoL
· Gaudi – Sagrada Familia

	SPOL
Mini unit
Key knowledge:
· The Superpower of Looking: Lubaina Himid's portrait of a tailor | Art UK

	Portraits
Key knowledge:
· Proportion
· Different styles of portraiture: realism,  expressionism

	Elements of Art: Value (light and shade)
Key knowledge:
· Value by adding black to white gradually 
· Cross hatching with pencils to create shade.
· Artwork with chiaroscuro (strong source of light)
· Tints
	Elements of Art: Space
Key knowledge:
· Grant Haffner (vanishing point perspective)
· Aurora Art (fore. Mid, background)
· Forced perspective photography


	Year 5
	Rococo Art
Key knowledge:
· Gainsborough Mr.and Mrs.Andrews
· Mix greens to paint natural objects
· Landscape painting based on Mr. and Mrs.Andrews
The Superpower of Looking: Rubens and his love of the landscape | Art UK

	Modernism
Key knowledge:
· Bauhaus
· Discuss different modern art movements.
· Learn about different art groups which fit Modern title. 
· Mini Museum of Modern art in a matchbox
· DT; chairs

	Print and Print-making
Key knowledge:
· Gutenberg printing press
· Durer
· Contemporary print artist (e.g. Rebecca Vincent)
· Explore different types of print: monoprint, collograph and lino. 


	Textiles
African print and batik 
Key knowledge:
· Shonibare
· Art Memorials 
· Observations of fabric and African masks
· Create batik piece with applique linked to freedom quilt
	Industrial Revolution
Key knowledge:
· Wedgewood
· Observations of cups, mugs, jugs in a still life.
· Drinking vessel design ang make(clay)


	Year 6
	Observation
Key knowledge:
· Observational drawing
· William Morris learn about his work and beliefs. Arts and Crafts movement
· recreate designs and use these to inspire own work
· repeated print using single design in computing programme,
· Observe Morris’ work. Still life of fruit and flowers
	Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 
Key knowledge:
· SPOL Last of England
The Superpower of Looking: a journey across a stormy sea | Art UK

	North American Art
Key knowledge:
· Basquiat
· Ansel Adams 
· (photography)
· Collage


	WW1 Art
Key knowledge:
· SPOL Paul Nash trench art  
· Mixed media sketches to create atmosphere. 

	 WW2 
Key knowledge:
· Letters from the lighthouse
· Create lighthouse model using zip and slip to join and various techniques to add detail and texture. (Clay)
	Portraits 
(based on Access Art unit)
Key knowledge:

Self-portrait to represent themselves: interests. Colour . emotion. 



	
	

	Key stage 1 Pupils will have been taught: 

§ to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
§ to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
§ to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 
§ about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
	Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught

§ to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
§ to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
§ to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
§ about great artists, architects and designers in history



