

	Nelson Academy Science Subject Overview 2026-27
	
	



	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Reception
	See EYFS Overview
	See EYFS Overview
	See EYFS Overview
	See EYFS Overview
	See EYFS Overview
	See EYFS Overview

	Year 1/2
	Forces 

– Friction, air resistance, water resistance.


	Forces 

– Friction, air resistance, water resistance.

	Introduction to Astronomy 

-Movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun 
-Describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth
(Planets, sun, moon)


	The Earth

-The shape of the Earth, the horizon
-Oceans and continents
-North Pole and South Pole, Equator 

-Inside the Earth 
Layers: crust, mantle, core
High temperatures
	Living things and their environment.

-Living things live in environments to which they are particularly suited.
-Specific habitats and what lives there
-The food chain
-Focus on ocean habitat
-Environmental change and habitat destruction

	



	Year 3
	Magnetism 

-Invisible forces
-Magnetic poles
-Magnetic field
-Law of magnetic attraction. 


	Simple machines – Levers and pulleys

-How specific tools are made to perform specific jobs
-How simple machines help make work easier, and how they are applied and combined in familiar tools and machines 
e.g pulleys and levers, axels and wheels


	Cycles of Nature 

Water cycle
-Most of the Earth’s surface is covered by water
-The water cycle 

Seasonal cycles
-Spring: sprouting, sap flow in plants, mating and hatching
-Summer: growth
-Fall: ripening, migration
-Winter: plant dormancy, animal hibernation 

	Insects

-Helpful and harmful insects
-Distinguishing characteristics
-Social insects

 

	Sound

-Sound as vibration 
-How sound travels
-Qualities of sound including pitch
-How the human ear works





	Animal classification

-Scientists classify animals according to the characteristics they share
-Cold and warm blooded
-Vertibrate and invertebrate
-Examples and characteristics of each class




	Year 4
	Animal classification

-Scientists classify animals according to the characteristics they share
-Cold and warm blooded
-Vertibrate and invertebrate
-Examples and characteristics of each class
(Transitional arrangement.  From 27-28, the following will be taught:

(Transitional arrangement for 26-27 only.  From 27-28 will be
 Life cycles
-Birth, growth, reproduction, death
-Reproduction in plants and animals 
(Life cycle of an insect)0



	Digestive system

-Body parts and functions involved in taking in food and getting rid of waste. 
-Salivary glands, taste buds
-Teeth: incisors, canines, premolars and molars
-Oesophagus, stomach, liver, small intestine, large intestine
-Healthy diet and food pyramid

	 Light Optics 

-Light travels in straight lines (demonstrated by shadows)
-Transparent and opaque 
-Reflection
-Mirrors: plane, concave, convex
-The spectrum 
-Parts of eye


	
	Astronomy 

-Spherical bodies
-Day and night
- Length of days 
-Phases of moon
-Seasons



	Human body – Muscles,
Skeletal system

-Parts and function of skeleton 
-Musculo-skeletal connection


	Year 5
	Rocks and soils

-Formation and characteristics of metamorphic, igneous, and sedimentary rock
-The formation of soil: topsoil, subsoil, bedrock



	Solutions and changing states of matter (including reversible changes)

-Solids, liquids and gasses and how states can be changed. 
-Solvent and solute
-The dissolved substance is present in the solution even though you cannot see it. 
-Concentration and saturation


	Evolution of plants and animals

-Variation in offspring
-Environmental adaptation
-Adaptation may lead to evolution
-Darwin






	Electricity 

- identify common appliances that run on electricity
-Basic parts of simple electric circuits 
- Need for complete loop
- role of switch
-Conductors and insulators materials
-Safety rules 
for electricity
-Impact of changing number/voltage of cells
-compare and give reasons for variations in how components function
-use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram



	Human body: Circulatory system 

-Parts and function of heart
-Different types of blood cells and their functions.



	Human body: respiratory system
-Process of taking in oxygen and getting rid of carbon dioxide
-Parts of respiratory system
-Dangers of smoking




	Year 6 
	Plant structures and processes

-Parts and structure of vascular and non-vascular plants
-Photosynthesis
-Reproduction in plants


	
	Classifying living things

-Kingdom
-Phylum
-Class
-Order
-Family
-Genus
-Species


	
	Human body: Life cycles and reproduction

-How humans change as children
-Adolescence (See Oak Academy RSE Lessons)
-Male and female reproductive organs. 
 
-Conception to birth
-Changes in old age
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 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Reception  See EYFS Overview  See EYFS Overview  See EYFS Overview  See EYFS Overview  See EYFS Overview  See EYFS Overview  

Year 1  Keeping warm in the ice age     -   Animal s and their needs   -   Classification.  Herbivores, carnivores,  omnivores and extinct  animals.       Seasons and the Weather.   Materials (weather effecting  materials)     -   Recognise and name  widely used materials.    -   Explain why materials  are chosen for specific  tasks based on their  properties   -   Natural vs man made   -   Four seasons and local  weather patterns   -   Sun as a source of light  and warmth   -   Daily weather changes      Taking care of the Earth.     -   Importance of  conservation to  conserve limited  resources.    -   Practical measures for  conserving energy and  resources.    -   Understand that some  materials can be  recycled.    -   Harmful effects of  pollution and how we  can reduce pollution.      Materials and magnets.     -   U se correct vocabulary  to describe different  materials and their  properties and sort  materials into groups  based on their properties.   - Understand the  difference between  magnetic and non  magnetic.    - Recognise and name a  variety of widely used  materials. For example:  wood, plastic, rock, paper,  metal.    - Explain why materials are  chosen for specific tasks  based on their properties.    - Become aware that some  materials are natural, and  some are man - made  Human body  –   5 senses.      -   Identify the 5 senses  and associated body  parts.      Looking after living things, plants  and growth      Plants    -   What plants need to grow   -   Basic parts of plants   -   Plants make their own food   -   Deciduous and evergreen   -   Crops and farming      

Year 2  Forces      –   F riction, air resistance,  water resistance .      Forces      –   F riction, air resistance,  water resistance.    Introduction to Astronomy      - M ovement of the Earth  and other planets relative  to the sun    - D escribe the movement of  the moon relative to the  Earth   (Planets, sun, moon)      The Earth     - The shape of the Earth,  the horizon   - Oceans and continents   - North Pole and South  Pole, Equator      - Inside the Earth    Layers: crust, mantle, core   High temperature s  Living things and their  environment .     - Living things live in  environments to which they  are particularly suited.   - Specific habitats and what  lives there   - The food chain   - Focus on ocean habitat   - Environmental change and  habitat destruction         

