Nelson Academy: Endpoints in Reading

This document outlines the expected reading endpoints for Year 2 and Year 6. It aligns the National Curriculum (2014) requirements with the DfE Reading Framework (2023) and incorporates key recommendations from the Curriculum and Assessment Review (November 2025).
These endpoints are structured to match the reading progression strands: Word Reading (Decoding & Fluency), Comprehension, and Reading for Pleasure.

Context: The 2026 Landscape
· National Curriculum: Remains the statutory baseline for skills and knowledge.
· Reading Framework (2023): Provides the methodology, heavily emphasising "fluency" as the bridge between decoding and comprehension.
· Curriculum Review (2025): The "Francis Review" (Nov 2025) has reinforced the focus on "foundational literacy" and will introduce a new Oracy Framework, making spoken language a critical endpoint for reading (e.g., discussing texts articulately).

Year 2 Endpoints (End of Key Stage 1)
The focus at this stage is the transition from "learning to read" to "reading to learn." Secure decoding must evolve into automatic fluency to free up working memory for comprehension.

1. Word Reading & Fluency
· Phonics:
· Pupils can read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far (Standard 40+ phonemes and alternative sounds for graphemes).
· Endpoint: Pass the Phonics Screening Check retake (if applicable) and decode unfamiliar words without overt sounding out.
· Common Exception Words:
· Read all Y1 and Y2 common exception words effortlessly.
· Fluency (The Bridge):
· Speed: Read age-appropriate texts at approximately 90 words per minute (wpm). ( Reading Framework Guideline).
· Prosody: Read aloud with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear (not robotically), showing awareness of punctuation (. ? !).
· Suffixes:
· Read words containing common suffixes (e.g., -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly).

2. Comprehension
· Retrieval:
· Retrieve and record simple details from fiction and non-fiction (e.g., Who went to the park? What colour was the bird?).
· Inference:
· Make simple inferences on the basis of what is being said and done (e.g., I know he is sad because he is crying).
· Prediction:
· Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.
· Sequencing:
· Sequence events in books and retell stories orally with reasonable accuracy.

3. Reading for Pleasure & Engagement
· Discussion: Listen to, discuss, and express views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories, and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.
· Habit: Choose books for enjoyment and sustain attention during longer "storytime" sessions.

Year 6 Endpoints (End of Key Stage 2)
The focus here is on deep comprehension, critical analysis, and the ability to navigate complex texts across the curriculum. The 2025 Review adds weight to the ability to articulate these ideas verbally.

1. Word Reading & Fluency
· Morphology & Etymology:
· Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes, and suffixes to read aloud and understand the meaning of new words (e.g., understanding 'aud-' relates to hearing in 'audible').
· Fluency:
· Automaticity: Read age-appropriate texts with confidence and fluency (target 150+ wpm for silent reading to ensure exam readiness).
· Performance: Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience.
· 
2. Comprehension
· Inference & Evidence:
· Draw inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts, and motives from their actions.
· Crucial Endpoint: Justify inferences with specific evidence from the text (e.g., I know this because the text says...).
· Summary:
· Summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas.
· Context & Comparisons:
· Make comparisons within and across books (e.g., Comparing the villain in this myth to the villain in that modern story).
· Identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning.
· Fact vs. Opinion:
· Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion (critical for the new "Media Literacy" focus in the 2025 Review).

3. Reading for Pleasure & Engagement
· Range:
· Read a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, and reference books or textbooks.
· Recommendation:
· Recommend books that they have read to peers, giving reasons for their choices.
· Oracy (2025 Review Alignment):
· Participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously.

Summary of Progression: Y2 to Y6
	Feature
	Year 2 Endpoint (Developing)
	Year 6 Endpoint (Mastery)

	Decoding
	Overt blending Silent automaticity.
	Instant recognition of complex/multi-syllabic words.

	Fluency
	~90 wpm; reading mimics speech.
	~150+ wpm; reading adapts to text type (scanning vs deep read).

	Inference
	Simple, immediate clues (He is sad).
	Complex, nuanced clues (He is conflicted) backed by quotes.

	Text Range
	Narratives, simple non-fiction, poetry.
	Myths, legends, archaic texts, complex non-fiction, plays.

	Talk
	Retelling and answering simple questions.
	Debating, challenging viewpoints, and summarising.




