Nelson Academy: Endpoints in Writing

This document aligns the National Curriculum (2014) with the DfE Writing Framework and the key recommendations from the Curriculum and Assessment Review (Francis Review, Nov 2025).

The 2026 Landscape
· The "Francis Shift" (2025): The recent review has signalled a move away from "grammar for grammar's sake" (e.g., ticking off fronted adverbials). The new focus is on Grammar in Context—using tools to create an effect rather than just identifying them.
· Oracy The new Oracy Framework means "saying it before writing it" will now be a part of the writing process.
· Transcription First: Following the Writing Framework, there is a renewed focus on automating handwriting and spelling early to free up working memory for composition.

Year 2 Endpoints (End of Key Stage 1)
The focus at this stage is Automaticity. Children must move from "thinking about how to write words" to "thinking about what they want to say."

1. Transcription (The Mechanics)
· Spelling:
· Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many correctly (aligned with Phase 6 Phonics).
· Spell common exception words (Y1/Y2 list) correctly in independent writing.
· Dictation (New Focus): Write sentences from dictation correctly, showing they can hold a sentence in memory while transcribing.
· Handwriting:
· Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.
· Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters (moving towards joined handwriting to aid fluency/speed).
· 
2. Composition (The Content)
· Oral Rehearsal (Oracy Alignment):
· Say out loud what they are going to write about before writing it.
· Orally rehearse a sentence, write it, and then read it back to check it makes sense.
· Narrative:
· Write simple narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional).
· Use the past tense consistently for narration ("He walked to the park...").
· Non-Fiction:
· Write for different purposes (e.g., a simple recipe, a letter, or a recount), showing awareness of the reader.

3. Grammar & Punctuation (The Tools)
· Sentence Structure:
· Use co-ordination (or / and / but) and subordination (when / if / that / because) to join clauses.
· Punctuation:
· Use capital letters, full stops, question marks, and exclamation marks correctly to demarcate sentences.
· Use commas for lists.
· Vocabulary:
· Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (e.g., “the blue butterfly”).

Year 6 Endpoints (End of Key Stage 2)
The focus here is Impact and Voice. The 2025 Review emphasises that students should be "writers," not just "test-takers."

1. Transcription (The Mechanics)
· Fluency:
· Write legibly, fluently, and with increasing speed (maintaining quality during longer pieces).
· Note: Handwriting should be automatic so cognitive space is reserved for complex composition.
· Spelling:
· Spell most words correctly (including the Y5/Y6 statutory list).
· Use a dictionary/thesaurus efficiently to check the spelling and meaning of words.
· 
2. Composition (The Content)
· Tone & Register:
· Select the appropriate form and draw creatively on the structures of similar writing (e.g., recognising that a formal complaint letter sounds different to a ghost story).
· Francis Review Shift: Distinguish between fact and opinion in their own writing and when summarising others (Media Literacy focus).
· Cohesion:
· Link ideas across paragraphs using a wide range of cohesive devices:
· Physical: Layout devices (headings, bullet points).
· Linguistic: Repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections (e.g., the use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in contrast, consequently).
· Editing:
· Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning.
 
3. Grammar for Impact 
· The emphasis here is on application, not just identification.
· Sentence Variety:
· Use a wide range of clause structures (relative clauses, passive voice, modal verbs) not just to tick a box, but to shift the focus (e.g., using the passive voice to hide the agent: "The window was broken" vs "I broke the window").
· Punctuation for Ambiguity:
· Use semi-colons, colons, and dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses.
· Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity (e.g., man eating shark vs man-eating shark).
· Vocabulary:
· Select precise vocabulary that conveys nuance (e.g., choosing "sauntered" instead of "walked" to show character attitude).


