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‘Achieving Through Learning’ 
                                                     
     English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy 2026-2027
 
Aims and objectives 
At Nelson Academy we are committed to ensuring that every child succeeds and reaches their full potential. We are dedicated to raising the achievement and attainment of pupils with EAL enabling them to do the best they can within a positive, supportive, secure and safe learning environment. As a school, we will work to ensure all children are given the opportunity to become successful learners and to achieve through learning. For EAL children, this will include the support necessary to learn English to that they can access every part of the curriculum.  
 
Teaching and learning style 

In our school, teachers use various methods to help children who are learning English as an additional language. developing their spoken and written English by: 

· Delivering discrete daily phonics lessons. 
· Using a variety of visual and practical aids. 
· Giving one-to-one vocabulary acquisition sessions. 
· Using a buddy system to provide good role-models for spoken English. 
· Placing the children in appropriate group settings - many of the children will have the ability to participate in the full curriculum beyond that of their ability to communicate in English. 
· Ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meanings. 
· Providing the children with a variety of reading materials, to exemplify the different ways in which English is used. 
· Giving them appropriate opportunities for talking and using talking to support writing.   
· Using texts and materials that suit their ages and abilities. 
· Providing support through the use of ICT, video and audio materials, dictionaries and translators. 
· Using the home or first language where appropriate. 

Just as in KS1 and 2, in the foundation stage, we provide opportunities for children to develop their English, and we provide support to help them take part in activities. 

The Foundation stage helps support children learning English as an additional language by: 

· Building on their experiences of acquiring language at home and in the wider community, so that this experience supports their developing use of English. 
· Providing stimulating environments with well planned activities to engage the children as learners. 
· Teaching high-quality discrete phonics lessons. 
· Using a wide range of visual and practical resources. 
· Providing a wide range of opportunities for talk through discrete teaching, interaction with peers, role-play, singing and story time/cafes. 
 
EAL and inclusion 
In our school, we value each child as a unique individual. We strive to meet the needs of all our children, and to ensure that we meet all statutory requirements related to inclusion.  We provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress and strive hard to meet the needs of all pupils learning English as an additional language.  

The school runs a Young Interpreters club where a group of children are trained to develop the skills needed to help new arrivals with English as an Additional Language feel welcome and settled in their new school environment, for example by the use of gestures and body language and playground games where English is not needed.  The scheme is available to both bilingual and monolingual learners to support the development of empathy amongst English speakers towards some of the challenges and difficulties that pupils new to English may be facing.

 
Parents as partners 
As a school we work closely with parents to ensure that the children learning English as an additional language are encouraged to continue speaking their first language in the home.  When new families come to visit the school with a view to enrolment, the member of staff showing them around will ask about any additional language needs and their educational background, both in English and in their home language.  Where there is a significant communication barrier, the school will arrange a separate meeting with the family and a translator.  
 
Parents are encouraged to attend Parent meetings with a translator provided if necessary.  
Where needed, letters are translated into the family’s home language.  
To support the parents in spending time reading and conversing with their children, bilingual books are provided by the school for families to borrow and use. In school class dojo is used to contact parents, parents are able to translate messages from their child’s class teacher into their home language as well as translate any important messages that have been posted by other members of staff. 
 
Throughout the year, Nelson Academy celebrates numerous events, including opportunities to sample international foods. Each family brings one dish from anywhere in the world to share with the rest of the school community. 

 A parent council is being developed to get the opinions and views of EAL parents on the registration process and the day-to-day events held in school.  We discuss where improvements can be made and celebrate successes. 
  
Monitoring and Review 
 
Class teachers use formative assessment to continually assess all children with English as an additional language to ensure they are making progress in English in reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

This policy is monitored by the Academy Council and shall be reviewed every two years or earlier if necessary. 
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