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‘Achieving Through Learning’
Religious Education Policy 2026-2027
Purpose
Religious Education is a compulsory subject and forms part of the National Curriculum to which every pupil should have access.  Religion is an important aspect of many people’s identities and experiences. Learning about a range of beliefs and worldviews promotes tolerance, mutual respect and understanding, which are key elements of British Values. 
Through the teaching of RE we aim to promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils.   
At Nelson Academy, we aim to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the five major world religions and a range of non-religious worldviews, including Humanism. Through the study of religion, philosophy and ethics, pupils are encouraged to explore beliefs, values and questions about meaning and purpose. Children are encouraged to reflect on their learning and share their thoughts, questions and viewpoints within a safe, respectful and inclusive environment. Through the exploration of a range of religions and worldviews, pupils develop their spiritual, moral and personal understanding, learning to appreciate diverse perspectives, reflect on their own beliefs and values, and make meaningful connections between their learning and their everyday lives.
Aims
In accordance with the ‘Agreed Norfolk Syllabus 2019 our aims for the teaching of Religious Education are the following:
· To know about and understand a range of religious and non-religious worldviews by learning to see these through theological, philosophical and human/social science lenses.
· To express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religious and non-religious worldviews through a multi-disciplinary approach.
· To gain and deploy skills rooted in theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences engaging critically with religious and non-religious worldviews. 
Objectives
· Children will learn about religions – to ensure that religious education provides breadth and balance in both content and approaches to learning so that they become religiously literate. 
· Through the study of religious and non-religious worldviews, philosophy and ethics, pupils explore a range of beliefs and values. 
· We provide opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and ensure the planned progress is built into the syllabus.  It offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school which is shown through KS2 building upon what has already been taught in KS1 and EYFS. In addition, certain skills and attitudes are encouraged e.g. learning to respect the beliefs of others, asking questions and listening to others, personal reflection on life and its values.
· The teaching and learning strategies within RE lessons will vary through reading and writing opportunities linked to the English curriculum as well as having the opportunity to be creative in its broadest sense, such as through drama, art and computing.
· This year, teachers are being encouraged to ensure that their children have opportunities to encounter religions, faith and commitment through visits and visitors. 
The RE Curriculum
The teaching of Religious Education at Nelson Academy is guided by the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2019: A Religious Education for the Future. Through the disciplines of theology, philosophy, and human and social sciences, pupils develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other major world religions, and non-religious worldviews, enabling them to engage thoughtfully and respectfully with questions of belief, meaning and identity. 
At Nelson Academy, we follow the Primary Knowledge Curriculum’s RE curriculum, which aligns with this agreed syllabus.   This is a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich approach that ensures pupils to build their understanding progressively over time. The curriculum develops children's knowledge of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews through clearly defined substantive, disciplinary and personal knowledge. This helps pupils not only learn key beliefs, values and practices, but also understand how religious knowledge is formed and how to discuss different viewpoints respectfully. The curriculum promotes curiosity, empathy and critical thinking while ensuring broad coverage and clear progression across year groups.
A parent of a pupil may request that their child be wholly or partly excused from receiving RE given accordance with the Agreed Syllabus. 

Teaching and Learning style
In the teaching of RE at Nelson Academy, we ensure;
· An appropriate level of challenge is provided for all pupils.
· All pupils know they can achieve and there is an expectation of success.
· The learning is set in real and authentic context, with a clear purpose, meaning and relevance. 
· A safe environment is created where all pupils are valued, so that they can confidently agree to disagree and express themselves freely. 
· Pupils have a sense of ownership over what is being learned and how they are learning it.
· There is a clear learning journey and identifiable outcomes. 
As the Agree Norfolk Syllabus states, the enquiry-based approach is seen as the best practice for teaching RE. The PKC RE scheme provides an easy to follow enquiry process, that allows us to adapt to fit in with our topics. 
Time spent on RE in accordance to the ‘Agreed Norfolk Syllabus 2019’:
· See Early Years Framework
· Key Stage 1 should be taught RE 36 hours per year.
· Key Stage 2 should be taught RE 45 hours per year. 
Assessment:
Assessment in Religious Education is primarily formative and is used to inform teaching and support pupils' progress throughout each unit of learning. Following the Primary Knowledge Curriculum, teachers regularly assess pupils’ understanding through questioning, discussion, retrieval practice, observation of learning, and responses to class activities. These ongoing assessments enable teachers to identify misconceptions, adapt teaching where necessary and ensure that pupils secure and build upon key knowledge over time. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on their learning, articulate their understanding of different religions and worldviews, and apply their knowledge to enquiry-based discussions.
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